FIRST OVER EVEREST
But for the men and boys, the future is a most unpleasant
thought. The slavers no longer deal in large consignments of
misery; they ferry over a few people in a small boat, limiting
their haul to small and select quantities, after the manner of a
cracksman who knows the police are watching the "Fences,"
From the Persian Gulf, the next stepping-stone in the chain
of travel was Mekran. The flyers found a rest-house at Gwadar
in Baluchistan, if four mud walls, a leaking roof and two
wild-looking tollmen can be called anything so western. It was
a decided change after the standards of comfort supplied by the
Imperial Airways desert houses. But food in the east is often
produced like a conjuring trick out of anywhere. In four
hours' time, thanks to an obliging telephone that answered in
English, die flyers were sitting down to a six-course dinner in
a neighbouring town, on the outskirts of the British Empire
in Asia. Hospitality is not easily defeated in the East.
Close to Sind there is an arid, waterless belt of country,
without grass or vegetation, that has been nicknamed, "the
frying-pan of the world!" Only camels and aeroplanes can
tackle this inferno.
A few hours' flight in the cool morning air above layers of
fleecy clouds, a drive downwards into the damp hot atmos-
phere of Sind, and the welcoming houses of Karachi came into
view. Behind, unwinding like die reel of a cinema, in which
operators and actors are one, lay 6,000 miles of travel and
adventure. The beauties and variety, the comfort, discomfort
and contrasts of a journey by air across Europe, Africa and
part of Asia, remained; and above all the comradeship of
experiences shared on a high adventure.
Blacker was the first of the expedition to reach Karachi. He
had flown out from Croydon on the same day that the Moths left
Heston, going in die comfortable modern liners of Imperial
Airways and arriving a fortnight before the other flyers, some
time therefore elapsed before he was able to impress on them
130

